Localization of low molecular weight acrosin-trypsin inhibitors in the boar genital tract by immunofluorescence.
Using the indirect immunofluorescent technique, the occurrence and distribution of the low molecular weight acid-stable acrosin inhibitors from boar seminal plasma (BSAI) in the boar genital tract was studied applying specific inhibitor-directed rabbit-immunoglobulins. The acrosin inhibitors are localized in the mucosa cells of the cauda epididymis, the vas deferens, the seminal vesicles, the urethra and distinct glandular units of the prostate. The wide distribution of the acrosin inhibitors within the boar genital tract indicates a protective function towards the destructive proteolytic potential of acrosin liberated e.g. during sperm aging from desintegrating spermatozoa.